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Education 

Ph.D. Economics, George Mason University             Summer 2018 (expected)  

M.A. Economics, George Mason University                                  2014  

B.S. Economics, Minor in Finance, University of Louisville           2010 

 

Fields 

Primary: Monetary Economics 

Secondary: Institutional Economics 

 

Dissertation 

Impacts of Economic Policy Uncertainty on Trade 

Job Market Paper: “Responsive Agents: EPU and Dollar-Pound Exchange Rate Volatility” 

 

Teaching (GMU) 

Fin: Personal Finance (Instructor)             Spring 2018 

Fin: Corporate Finance (Instructor, Online and in Class)                Fall 2016 – Spring 2018 

Econ: Intermediate Microeconomics (Instructor)        Summer 2017 

Econ: Mathematical Economics (Instructor)                       Fall 2016 - Spring 2017  

Fin: Financial Management (Section Instructor, Under Coordinator)                       Fall 2015 - Spring 2016 

Econ: Intermediate Macroeconomics (Instructor)                             Summer 2015 

 

Other Instructional Roles                                  

Athletics Department Academic Tutor:               Spring 2013 – Fall 2017 

Economics, Finance, Statistics, Calculus,  

Quantitative Reasoning 

 

Awards and Fellowships 

Institute for Humane Studies Fellowship               Fall 2017 – Spring 2018 

Athletics Department Funded Graduate Tutor        Fall 2013 – Fall 2017 

Koch Summer Research Fellowship at the Tax Foundation                  Summer 2013 

 

Research Assistant Positions 

Tax Foundation: State Sales Tax and Transportation Taxes                  Summer 2013 

Cato Institute: Tax and Budget                            Fall 2012 

 

Conferences 

January 5th, 2013: Southern Political Science Association Conference “Libertarians being Social: Examining the 

Difficulties of Axiomist and Liberal Systems” 

 

November 3rd, 2017: Institute for Humane Studies Graduate Colloquium “Responsive Agents: EPU and Dollar-

Pound Exchange Rate Return Volatility” 
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Blogs 

Students for Liberty: Guest Blogger        September 2013 – May 2014 

Personal Economics and Philosophy Blog:  www.pacvae.wordpress.org            June 2012 – November 2014 

Blog Topics include:    100 Year Policy Summary of the Federal Reserve  

Taxes and Positive Marginal Utility  

 

Job Market Paper 

 

“Responsive Agents: EPU and Dollar-Pound Exchange Rate Volatility” 

Abstract: 

The extent to which economic policy uncertainty (EPU) amplifies exchange rate volatility has been an 

important research question for at least a decade. Previous research has investigated this relationship using 

monthly data, concluding that EPU imparts an effect on exchange rate volatility either contemporaneously, or 

with a one month lag. The use of monthly frequency, however, may not provide an accurate causal 

interpretation, and may even compromise the accuracy of the estimates if the natural cycles of EPU are shorter 

than a month. To address this econometric concern I construct EPU measures at a daily frequency, and estimate 

a GARCH model using daily USD/British pound returns. The evidence indicates that EPU contributes to 

exchange rate volatility much more quickly than monthly data can detect. I also find that general market 

uncertainty increases volatility more than EPU does. 

 

Other Working Papers 

 

“Starving the Beast, Early 20th Century Edition 

An Examination of Tax-Change Effects on US Federal Spending from 1918-1964” 

Abstract: 

The “Starve the Beast” hypothesis (STB) posits the positive correlation between government revenues and outlays in 

the short run. Political actors typically associated with conservative American politics tend to argue in favor of the 

hypothesis and attempt to reduce outlays by first reducing tax revenue. I use a VAR, and the method previously 

employed by Romer & Romer, to test the hypothesis at the National level in the USA during the first half of the 20th 

century. In contrast to previous results found for the latter half of the 20th century, I find the unintuitive result that the 

STB hypothesis was in fact true during the sample period, but that the government’s share of the economy was far 

too small for the theoretical mechanisms to be the primary driver. 

 

“Comparing 19th Century and Contemporary Real Exchange Rate Adjustment Speeds” 
Abstract: 

The current literature on the half-lives of real exchange rate equilibrium deviation finds little difference in half-lives 

across time and space. Half-lives are consistently estimated to be between 2.5 and 5 years. I compare rates of 

equilibrium convergence among several countries in each the late 20th century and the 19th century using a variety of 

price level and exchange rate data sources. Due to the strong theoretical case for price and exchange rate 

cointegration, I examine both periods by using a Vector Error Correction model (VEC). I find that real exchange rate 

equilibration half-lives fell from an average of nine years during the 19th century to about four and a half years 
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during the 20th century. Clearly, and contrary to findings in the current literature, half-lives differ in predictable ways 

across time. 

 
“Clubbing for the Good: A Case Study in Church Volunteering” 

Abstract: 

The challenge of providing public goods is a subject of study with apparent applications in every realm of 

economics. Rational expectations and simple game theory predict that people will fail to provide public goods and 

that shirking is not only a Nash equilibrium outcome, but also the dominant strategy. I do a case study of a small, 

ethnically homogenous church which has the bulk of its services provided by means of volunteers from the 

congregation. These volunteers are able to internalize externalities and convert public goods into club goods. 

Providing goods via volunteers is different from centralized dues collection and service provision in pivotal ways 

that make club goods possible. I find that size of social sub-groups among congregants is positively correlated with 

volunteering and find some evidence that it affects the payoffs of volunteering. Social determinants are consistent 

with the theories of non-pecuniary payoffs and changes the game from one of a public good to one of a club good. 
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